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Chief Executive Officer, Frontier Science Foundation 

 
PROFESSIONAL PROFILE 
Suzanne Siminski, MS, MBA – I am an accomplished professional with advanced degrees in science and 

management, bringing over 30 years of expertise in clinical trial data management and medical research. My 
leadership extends to serving as a Multiple Principal Investigator for the NCI-sponsored HIV/Cervical Cancer 
Prevention 'CASCADE' Clinical Trials Network Coordinating Center, and as the Principal Investigator for the 
Data Management Center on various long-standing NIH-funded projects. My expertise includes developing 
innovative data collection methods, ensuring robust data management, leading data sharing intiatives  
and upholding data security and patient confidentiality. I am an effective communicator with exceptional 
interpersonal skills, skilled at fostering global collaborations and mentoring project teams to achieve success. 
 

 
EDUCATION 
MBA, Canisius College, Buffalo, New York (2000) 
MS, Immunology, State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo, New York (1992) 
BA, Biology, Canisius College, Buffalo, New York (1990) 
 
EXPERIENCE AT FRONTIER SCIENCE 
2019 – Present Chief Executive Officer, Frontier Science 
2019 – Present Frontier Science Principal Investigator, CASCADE Coordinating Center (contact MPI); TB-

RICC; Data Management, Auditing, and Coordinating Center (DMACC); Cancer Prevention 
Clinical Trials Network (CP-CTNet); Frontier Science, Amherst, NY 

2018 – 2019 Executive Director, Frontier Science 
2015 – 2018 Director, Frontier Science, Amherst, NY  
2017 – 2023 Multiple Principal Investigator, Collaborating Consortium of Cohorts Producing NIDA 

Opportunities (C3PNO), Frontier Science, Amherst, NY 
2015 – Present Clinical Instructor of Biotechnical and Clinical Laboratory Sciences, University at Buffalo, 

Buffalo, NY 
2007 – Present Frontier Science Principal Investigator, Clinical Pharmacology Quality Assurance (CPQA), 

Frontier Science, Amherst, NY 
2005 – Present  Frontier Science Principal Investigator, Pediatric HIV/AIDS Cohort Study (PHACS), Frontier 

Science, Amherst, NY 
2005 – 2015  Deputy Director, Frontier Science, Amherst, NY 
1997 – 2005  Chief, Laboratory Data Division, Fronter Science, Amherst, NY 
1995 – 1997 Phase I Coordinator, Frontier Science, Amherst, NY 
1993 – 1997  Protocol Data Manager, Frontier Science, Amherst, NY 
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ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Associate Professor, Erie Community College, Williamsville, New York (1991 - 1993)  
Research Affiliate, Roswell Park Cancer Institute, Buffalo, New York (1989 - 1993)  
Associate Scientist, Lyphomed-Fujisawa USA Pharmaceutical Inc., Grand Island, New York (1990)  
Laboratory Instructor, Canisius College, Buffalo, New York (1987 - 1990)  

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

Present Member, Society of Clinical Trials Data Management 

Present Member, Society of Clinical Trials 

AWARDS 

2201, 2022, 2023 Buffalo Business First Power 200 Women Award 

2015   Service Recognition Award - Biotechnology Department University at Buffalo, NY 
2012   PHACS Lagniappe Award 

PUBLICATIONS  
Kacanek D, Yee LM, Yao TJ, Lee J, Chadwick EG, Williams PL, Barr EA, Berman CA, Davtyan M, DiPerna A, Flores 
A, Green J, Haddad LB, Hyzy L, Jacobson DL, James-Todd T, Jao J, Khadraoui A, Malee KM, Moscicki AB, Patel K, 
Robinson LG, Salomon L, Sanders K, Siminski S, Smith RA, Wolbach T, Powis KM. Health Outcomes around 
Pregnancy and Exposure to HIV/Antiretrovirals (HOPE) study protocol: a prospective observational cohort 
study of reproductive-aged women living with HIV. BMJ Open. 2024 Jul 5;14(7):e084835. doi: 
10.1136/bmjopen-2024-084835. PubMed PMID: 38969382; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC11228391. 

Iyer CS, Schrock JM, Johnson A, Gorbach PM, Siminski S, Newcomb ME, McDade TW, Mustanski B. Infectious 
Illness Symptoms Are Associated with Elevated Anxiety in a Sample of Sexual and Gender Minority Young 
Adults During the COVID-19 Pandemic. Int J Behav Med. 2024 Jan 19;. doi: 10.1007/s12529-023-10251-5. 
[Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 38241000; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC11258203. 

Tang X, Schalet BD, Janulis P, Keruly JC, Moore RD, Milloy MJ, DeBeck K, Hayashi K, Javanbakht M, Kim S, 
Siminski S, Shoptaw S, Gorbach PM. Evaluating the agreement between different substance use recall periods 
in multiple HIV cohorts. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2024 Jan 1;254:111043. doi: 
10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2023.111043. Epub 2023 Nov 30. PubMed PMID: 38061201; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC10872532. 

Del Pino HE, Harawa NT, Shoptaw SJ, Schrode K, Karlamangla A. Drug Use, Family Support, and Depressive 
Symptoms Among Latinx Sexual Minority Men: A Longitudinal Analysis. AIDS Behav. 2023 Dec;27(12):3844-
3851. doi: 10.1007/s10461-023-04098-w. Epub 2023 Jun 12. PubMed PMID: 37306844; PubMed Central 
PMCID: PMC10598152. 

Javanbakht M, Khan L, Mustanski B, Shoptaw S, Baum MK, Mehta SH, Kirk GD, Lai S, Moore R, Milloy MJ, Kipke 
M, Hayashi K, DeBeck K, Siminski S, White LM, Gorbach P. Substance use and other factors associated with 
COVID-19 vaccine uptake among people at risk for or living with HIV: Findings from the C3PNO consortium. 
Prev Med Rep. 2023 Oct;35:102300. doi: 10.1016/j.pmedr.2023.102300. eCollection 2023 Oct. PubMed PMID: 
37455759; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC10289823. 
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Patel EU, Astemborski J, Feder KA, Rudolph JE, Winiker A, Sosnowski DW, Kirk GD, Mehta SH, Genberg BL. 
Temporal association of pre-pandemic perceived social support with psychological resilience and mental well-
being during the COVID-19 pandemic among people with a history of injection drug use. Drug Alcohol 
Depend. 2023 Mar 1;244:109802. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2023.109802. Epub 2023 Feb 9. PubMed PMID: 
36774804; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC9908589. 

Lake S, Assaf RD, Gorbach PM, Cooper ZD. Selective Changes in Medical Cannabis Use Early in the COVID-19 
Pandemic: Findings from a Web-Based Sample of Adults in the United States. Cannabis Cannabinoid Res. 2023 
Feb;8(1):174-183. doi: 10.1089/can.2021.0115. Epub 2022 Jan 24. PubMed PMID: 35073161; PubMed Central 
PMCID: PMC9940798. 

Samimi G, House M, Benante K, Bengtson L, Budd T, Dermody B, DeShong K, Dyer V, Kimler BF, Sahasrabuddhe 

VV, Siminski S, Ford LG, Vilar E, Szabo E. Lessons Learned from the Impact of COVID-19 on NCI-sponsored 

Cancer Prevention Clinical Trials: Moving Toward Participant-centric Study Designs. Cancer Prev Res (Phila). 

2022 May 3;15(5):279-284. doi: 10.1158/1940-6207.CAPR-21-0578. PMID: 35502553. 

Feder KA, Choi J, Schluth CG, Hayashi K, DeBeck K, Milloy MJ, Kirk GD, Mehta SH, Kipke M, Moore RD, Baum 
MK, Shoptaw S, Gorbach PM, Mustanski B, Javanbakht M, Siminski S, Genberg BL. Factors associated with self-
reported avoidance of harm reduction services during the COVID-19 pandemic by people who use drugs in 
five cities in the United States and Canada. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2022 Dec 1;241:109544. doi: 
10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2022.109544. Epub 2022 Jun 24. PubMed PMID: 35779987; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC9225925. 

Lesko CR, Keruly JC, Moore RD, Shen NM, Pytell JD, Lau B, Fojo AT, Mehta SH, Kipke M, Baum MK, Shoptaw S, 
Gorbach PM, Mustanski B, Javanbakht M, Siminski S, Chander G. COVID-19 and the HIV continuum in people 
living with HIV enrolled in Collaborating Consortium of Cohorts Producing NIDA Opportunities (C3PNO) 
cohorts. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2022 Dec 1;241:109355. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2022.109355. Epub 2022 
Feb 12. PubMed PMID: 35331581; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC8837482. 

Pytell JD, Shen NM, Keruly JC, Lesko CR, Lau B, Fojo AT, Baum MK, Gorbach PM, Javanbakht M, Kipke M, Kirk 
GD, Mustanski B, Shoptaw S, Siminski S, Moore RD, Chander G. The relationship of alcohol and other drug use 
during the COVID-19 pandemic among people with or at risk of HIV; A cross-sectional survey of people 
enrolled in Collaborating Consortium of Cohorts Producing NIDA Opportunities (C3PNO) cohorts. Drug Alcohol 
Depend. 2022 Dec 1;241:109382. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2022.109382. Epub 2022 Mar 3. PubMed PMID: 
35331580; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC8891146. 

Cohen JM, Li MJ, Javanbakht M, Gorbach PM, Shoptaw SJ. Methamphetamine use and adoption of preventive 
behaviors early in the COVID-19 pandemic among men who have sex with men in Los Angeles, California. Drug 
Alcohol Depend Rep. 2022 Dec;5:100097. doi: 10.1016/j.dadr.2022.100097. Epub 2022 Sep 29. PubMed 
PMID: 36193108; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC9519521. 

Gorbach PM, Rosen AD, Moore R, Shoptaw S, Mustanski B, Mehta SH, Kirk GD, Baum MK, Milloy MJ, Hayashi 
K, DeBeck K, Kipke M, Lai S, Siminski S, Javanbakht M. Use of COVID-19 testing in the first year of the COVID-
19 pandemic among cohorts of people at the intersection of drug use and HIV. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2022 
Dec 1;241:109622. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2022.109622. Epub 2022 Sep 6. PubMed PMID: 36123252; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC9444299. 
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Tang X, Schalet BD, Janulis P, Kipke MD, Kaat A, Mustanski B, Newcomb ME, Ragsdale A, Kim S, Siminski S, 
Gorbach PM. Can a linking crosswalk table be applied to a different population? An independent validation 
study for a crosswalk between BSI depression and PROMIS depression scales. PLoS One. 
2022;17(11):e0278232. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0278232. eCollection 2022. PubMed PMID: 36441806; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC9704687. 

Diaz-Martinez J, Delgado-Enciso I, Campa A, Tamargo JA, Martin HR, Johnson A, Siminski S, Gorbach PM, Baum 
MK. Stress Increases the Association between Cigarette Smoking and Mental Disorders, as Measured by the 
COVID-19-Related Worry Scale, in the Miami Adult Studies on HIV (MASH) Cohort during the Pandemic. Int J 
Environ Res Public Health. 2022 Jul 5;19(13). doi: 10.3390/ijerph19138207. PubMed PMID: 35805866; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC9266638. 

Assaf RD, Gorbach PM, Cooper ZD. Changes in medical and non-medical cannabis use among United States 
adults before and during the COVID-19 pandemic. Am J Drug Alcohol Abuse. 2022 May 4;48(3):321-327. doi: 
10.1080/00952990.2021.2007257. Epub 2022 Feb 7. PubMed PMID: 35130464; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC9308664. 

Samimi G, House M, Benante K, Bengtson L, Budd T, Dermody B, DeShong K, Dyer V, Kimler BF, 
Sahasrabuddhe VV, Siminski S, Ford LG, Vilar E, Szabo E. Lessons Learned from the Impact of COVID-19 on NCI-
sponsored Cancer Prevention Clinical Trials: Moving Toward Participant-centric Study Designs. Cancer Prev 
Res (Phila). 2022 May 3;15(5):279-284. doi: 10.1158/1940-6207.CAPR-21-0578. PubMed PMID: 35502553. 

Javanbakht M, Lin J, Ragsdale A, Kim S, Siminski S, Gorbach P. Comparing single and multiple imputation 
strategies for harmonizing substance use data across HIV-related cohort studies. BMC Med Res Methodol. 
2022 Apr 3;22(1):90. doi: 10.1186/s12874-022-01554-4. PubMed PMID: 35369872; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC8978400. 

Xavier Hall CD, Javanbakht M, Iyer C, Costales C, Napolitano JC, Johnson T, Castro CF, Newcomb ME, Kipke 
MD, Shoptaw S, Gorbach PM, Mustanski B. Examining the impact of social distancing and methamphetamine 
use on sexual risk and intimate partner violence in sexual and gender minority young adults during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2022 Mar 1;232:109231. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2021.109231. Epub 
2021 Dec 24. PubMed PMID: 35033952; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC8704723. 

Baum MK, Tamargo JA, Diaz-Martinez J, Delgado-Enciso I, Meade CS, Kirk GD, Mehta SH, Moore R, Kipke MD, 
Shoptaw SJ, Mustanski B, Mandler RN, Khalsa JH, Siminski S, Javanbakht M, Gorbach PM. HIV, psychological 
resilience, and substance misuse during the COVID-19 pandemic: A multi-cohort study. Drug Alcohol Depend. 
2022 Feb 1;231:109230. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2021.109230. Epub 2021 Dec 24. PubMed PMID: 
34998257; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC8704725. 

Siminski S, Kim S, Ahmed A, Currie J, Benns A, Ragsdale A, Javanbakht M, Gorbach PM. A Virtual Data 
Repository Stimulates Data Sharing in a Consortium. Online J Public Health Inform. 2021;13(3):e19. doi: 
10.5210/ojphi.v13i3.10878. eCollection 2021. PubMed PMID: 35079324; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC8769254. 
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Yee LM, Kacanek D, Brightwell C, Haddad LB, Jao J, Powis KM, Yao TJ, Barr E, Broadwell C, Siminski S, Seage GR 
3rd, Chadwick EG. Marijuana, Opioid, and Alcohol Use Among Pregnant and Postpartum Individuals Living 
With HIV in the US. JAMA Netw Open. 2021 Dec 1;4(12):e2137162. doi: 
10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2021.37162. PubMed PMID: 34860242; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC8642784. 

Diaz-Martinez J, Tamargo JA, Delgado-Enciso I, Liu Q, Acuña L, Laverde E, Barbieri MA, Trepka MJ, Campa A, 
Siminski S, Gorbach PM, Baum MK. Resilience, Anxiety, Stress, and Substance Use Patterns During COVID-19 
Pandemic in the Miami Adult Studies on HIV (MASH) Cohort. AIDS Behav. 2021 Nov;25(11):3658-3668. doi: 
10.1007/s10461-021-03292-y. Epub 2021 May 19. PubMed PMID: 34009479; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC8132028. 

Tamargo JA, Martin HR, Diaz-Martinez J, Trepka MJ, Delgado-Enciso I, Johnson A, Mandler RN, Siminski S, 
Gorbach PM, Baum MK. COVID-19 Testing and the Impact of the Pandemic on the Miami Adult Studies on HIV 
Cohort. J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr. 2021 Aug 1;87(4):1016-1023. doi: 10.1097/QAI.0000000000002680. 
PubMed PMID: 33675620; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC8217089. 

Jao J, Jacobson DL, Russell JS, Wang J, Yu W, Gojanovich GS, Siminski S, Hyzy L, Geffner ME, Gerschenson M. 
Perinatally acquired HIV infection is associated with abnormal blood mitochondrial function during 
childhood/adolescence. AIDS. 2021 Jul 15;35(9):1385-1394. doi: 10.1097/QAD.0000000000002884. PubMed 
PMID: 33730749; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC8243810. 

Jacobson DL, Neri D, Gaskins A, Yee L, Mendez AJ, Hendricks K, Siminski S, Zash R, Hyzy L, Jao J. Maternal 
anemia and preterm birth among women living with HIV in the United States. Am J Clin Nutr. 2021 Jun 
1;113(6):1402-1410. doi: 10.1093/ajcn/nqaa441. PubMed PMID: 35104854; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC9034117. 

Gorbach PM, Siminski S, Ragsdale A. Cohort Profile: The Collaborating Consortium of Cohorts Producing NIDA 
Opportunities (C3PNO). Int J Epidemiol. 2021 Mar 3;50(1):31-40. doi: 10.1093/ije/dyaa163. PubMed PMID: 
33682886; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC8600022. 

Schalet BD, Janulis P, Kipke MD, Mustanski B, Shoptaw S, Moore R, Baum M, Kim S, Siminski S, Ragsdale A, 
Gorbach PM. Psychometric Data Linking Across HIV and Substance Use Cohorts. AIDS Behav. 2020 
Nov;24(11):3215-3224. doi: 10.1007/s10461-020-02883-5. PubMed PMID: 32430605; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC7873473. 

Fichtenbaum CJ, Ribaudo HJ, Leon-Cruz J, Overton ET, Zanni MV, Malvestutto CD, Aberg JA, Kileel EM, Fitch 
KV, Van Schalkwyk M, Kumarasamy N, Martinez E, Santos BR, Joseph Y, Lo J, Siminski S, Melbourne K, 
Sponseller CA, Desvigne-Nickens P, Bloomfield GS, Currier JS, Hoffmann U, Douglas PS, Grinspoon SK. Patterns 
of Antiretroviral Therapy Use and Immunologic Profiles at Enrollment in the REPRIEVE Trial. J Infect Dis. 2020 
Jul 9;222(Suppl 1):S8-S19. doi: 10.1093/infdis/jiaa259. PubMed PMID: 32645162; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC7347081. 

Tassiopoulos K, Huo Y, Patel K, Kacanek D, Allison S, Siminski S, Nichols SL, Mellins CA. Healthcare Transition 
Outcomes Among Young Adults With Perinatally Acquired Human Immunodeficiency Virus Infection in the 
United States. Clin Infect Dis. 2020 Jun 24;71(1):133-141. doi: 10.1093/cid/ciz747. PubMed PMID: 31584617; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7312217. 
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Javanbakht M, Shoptaw S, Ragsdale A, Brookmeyer R, Bolan R, Gorbach PM. Depressive symptoms and 
substance use: Changes overtime among a cohort of HIV-positive and HIV-negative MSM. Drug Alcohol 
Depend. 2020 Feb 1;207:107770. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2019.107770. Epub 2019 Nov 27. PubMed PMID: 
31841750; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6981056. 

Sudfeld CR, Jacobson DL, Rueda NM, Neri D, Mendez AJ, Butler L, Siminski S, Hendricks KM, Mellins CA, 
Duggan CP, Miller TL. Third Trimester Vitamin D Status Is Associated With Birth Outcomes and Linear Growth 
of HIV-Exposed Uninfected Infants in the United States. J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr. 2019 Jul 1;81(3):336-
344. doi: 10.1097/QAI.0000000000002041. PubMed PMID: 31021992; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6565449. 

Alperen J, Davidson J, Siminski S, Seage GR 3rd. Utility of the National Death Index in Identifying Deaths in a 
Clinic-Based, Multisite Cohort: The Experience of the Pediatric HIV/AIDS Cohort Study. J Acquir Immune Defic 
Syndr. 2018 Sep 1;79(1):e37-e39. doi: 10.1097/QAI.0000000000001763. PubMed PMID: 29847477; PubMed 
Central PMCID: PMC6092227. 

Shearer WT, Jacobson DL, Yu W, Siberry GK, Purswani M, Siminski S, Butler L, Leister E, Scott G, Van Dyke RB, 
Yogev R, Paul ME, Puga A, Colin AA, Kattan M. Long-term pulmonary complications in perinatally HIV-infected 
youth. J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2017 Oct;140(4):1101-1111.e7. doi: 10.1016/j.jaci.2017.01.031. Epub 2017 Mar 
6. PubMed PMID: 28279683; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC5587357. 

Miller TL, Jacobson DL, Somarriba G, Neri D, Kurtz-Vraney J, Graham P, Gillman MW, Landy DC, Siminski S, 
Butler L, Rich KC, Hendricks K, Ludwig DA. A multicenter study of diet quality on birth weight and gestational 
age in infants of HIV-infected women. Matern Child Nutr. 2017 Oct;13(4). doi: 10.1111/mcn.12378. Epub 2016 
Nov 8. PubMed PMID: 27863014; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC5575978. 

Uprety P, Patel K, Karalius B, Ziemniak C, Chen YH, Brummel SS, Siminski S, Van Dyke RB, Seage GR, Persaud D. 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus Type 1 DNA Decay Dynamics With Early, Long-term Virologic Control of 
Perinatal Infection. Clin Infect Dis. 2017 Jun 1;64(11):1471-1478. doi: 10.1093/cid/cix192. PubMed PMID: 
28329153; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC5434384. 

Tassiopoulos K, Patel K, Alperen J, Kacanek D, Ellis A, Berman C, Allison SM, Hazra R, Barr E, Cantos K, Siminski 
S, Massagli M, Bauermeister J, Siddiqui DQ, Puga A, Van Dyke R, Seage GR 3rd. Following young people with 
perinatal HIV infection from adolescence into adulthood: the protocol for PHACS AMP Up, a prospective 
cohort study. BMJ Open. 2016 Jun 9;6(6):e011396. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2016-011396. PubMed PMID: 
27288383; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4908871. 

DiFrancesco R, Taylor CR, Rosenkranz SL, Tooley KM, Pande PG, Siminski SM, Jenny RW, Morse GD. Adding 
value to antiretroviral proficiency testing. Bioanalysis. 2014 Oct;6(20):2721-32. doi: 10.4155/bio.14.139. 
PubMed PMID: 25413704; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4296581. 

DiFrancesco R, Rosenkranz SL, Taylor CR, Pande PG, Siminski SM, Jenny RW, Morse GD. Clinical pharmacology 
quality assurance program: models for longitudinal analysis of antiretroviral proficiency testing for 
international laboratories. Ther Drug Monit. 2013 Oct;35(5):631-42. doi: 10.1097/FTD.0b013e31828f5088. 
PubMed PMID: 24052065; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3781596. 
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